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Friday, January 23, 2004 Ann Arbor News Letter to the Editor

from CAN Executive Director, Joan Doughty

Let’s resolve to include low-income children. The beginning of a New Year is a time of

renewal. Many of us start the New Year with resolutions. We want to become better

people and rid ourselves of bad habits. I propose a Community New Year’s Resolution.

Ann Arbor is a generous, compassionate city; we care about our neighbors who are

less well-off. This is particularly true for children and youth.

One area has been neglected, however. Most of us assume that because public

education is free, children from economically disadvantaged families have the same or

similar experiences as their peers. Sadly, this is not true.

From my work at two of Ann Arbor’s public housing sites, I know that often the children

from low-income families do not participate in school field trips. Though scholarships

can be requested, many parents don’t realize this, or are too embarrassed to apply.

Most of the families I work with cannot afford to buy school pictures for their children.

They cannot submit book orders. They don’t buy school T-shirts and sweat shirts, or

attend ice cream socials, book sale evenings, diversity night, pizza night, and school

plays – anything that requires transportation and/or costs money. They don’t earn any

prizes during fund-raising events; in fact, they frequently don’t participate at all. Isn’t it

time to acknowledge that social inclusion, too, is paramount to creating an environment

conducive to learning? Maybe Ann Arbor can lead the country to create awareness of

the impact financial inequities have on low-income children in our public schools.

Could a Community New Years Resolution be to work together to include low-income

children in every aspect of the school experience? We can break down this barrier to

full social integration.
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