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Gifts Warmly Received

Warm the Children program pairs families, volunteer shoppers to buy clothing

for children

Sunday, November 24, 2002

by Jo Collins Mathis, News Staff Reporter

Maria Mlotha pulled her son’s winter jacket from the dryer the other day to discover it

had shrunk and the lining was ruined. What would have been a small problem to many

was a big deal to Mlotha, an unemployed widow who doesn’t have money for a new

one. “I thought, ‘How could I do that?’ ” said Mlotha, whose son, Timothy, 6, was near

tears because she had ruined his jacket. “I was feeling guilty and really starting to

panic.” That same afternoon, Mlotha’s phone rang. It was a call from a staff member at

Hikone Center, saying that she had been given a voucher for the Warm the Children

program. Mlotha could barely believe it. “God answered my prayer!” said Mlotha, who

had been helped by the program three years earlier. “This happened at a time I really

needed the help.” So last week, Mlotha and her son went shopping at Meijer and

happily spent $81 on a new jacket, socks, and some Spider Man underwear. “I really

appreciate it and want to say thanks to everyone who gave money, because they really

did touch my life,” said Mlotha, who hasn’t been working due to health reasons, but will

soon be job-hunting. “I think Warm the Children is doing a wonderful job helping people

in need.” Each fall, The Ann Arbor News asks teachers and social workers to submit

names of children whose families might not be able to buy the warm clothing their kids

need. The News then asks its readers for donations to buy $80 worth of new winter

clothing for each child. The money is kept in a tax-exempt account and is only used for

Warm the Children. All of the donations are spent on clothing for needy children; The

News covers all of the administrative costs associated with the program. With the help

of volunteers, The News matches families with volunteer shoppers, usually members of

church groups or service clubs, who meet the families at Meijer and shop for winter

clothes. The News is then billed for the purchases. Last year, 1,291 readers donated

$127,145 to the program. In the last five years, $637,145 has been raised for Warm the

Children, which has supported 7,964 children, including those who have received

clothing for several years. About 2,000 shopper volunteers have helped with the

paperwork. Mejier gave the program $10,000 this year, and volunteers take the families

shopping at its local stores. Last year, Warm the Children spent $104,000 for all the

coats, jackets, hats, mittens, gloves, long underwear and whatever else the families

chose to keep warm in the winter. Tiffany Smith, a University of Michigan intern who is

working toward her master’s degree in social work and works at Hikone Community

Center, was the volunteer who accompanied Mlotha and her son to Meijer last week. “In

addition to providing clothes, Warm the Children helps me get closer to the families

here,” said Smith, referring to the 20 families in Hikone subsidized housing who have
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received vouchers for warm clothing this year. “Everyone is really excited about the

program, and the kids just love it.” Joan Doughty, co-director of the Community Action

Network in Ann Arbor and director of Hikone Community Center, thinks Warm the

Children is “amazing.” She said most of the children helped through the program are

accustomed to wearing used clothing, so to walk out of the Meijer store with a brand

new coat, hat and gloves is a huge thrill. “The kids have a little spring to their walk when

they’re walking around in their new jackets and their new boots,” said Doughty. “It

makes everybody a little happier; just a little more smiley. It’s pretty incredible,

particularly when you think about how many kids this program serves.” She said one

family she knows had lived in a homeless shelter for three months and had no winter

clothes. “So that $80 really, really helps,” she said. “It’s so nice for our kids to get new,

warm, winter clothes. Not to have to feel they’re getting discards, or things other people

have outgrown. They’re always getting discards, so for them, it’s almost like a double

bonus. They get these warm clothes, and they’re new. It’s exciting.”

Jo Collins Mathis can be reached at jmathis@annarborNews.com or (734) 994-6849.

© 2002 Ann Arbor News. Used with permission

Busing Dropped for Some Full-Day Kindergartners

No transportation for those who live out of boundaries for nine schools

Monday, September 9, 2002

by Ann Aschimke, News Staff Reporter

Rachal Potter wants her 4-year-old son Robert enrolled in the Ann Arbor school

district’s full-day kindergarten program, but because she doesn’t own a car, she’s out of

luck. That’s because the district no longer provides busing for full-day kindergarten

students who do not live within the boundaries of one of the nine schools that offer a full-

day program. Potter, a resident of the public housing complex Green Baxter Court, lives

within the boundaries of King Elementary, which does not offer full-day kindergarten. In

order for Robert to attend full-day, Potter would have to transport him herself to

Northside Elementary a few miles away. It wasn’t always that way. Two years ago, when

Potter’s older son attended full-day kindergarten, the district provided busing for him.

Although Potter said Robert was recommended for full-day kindergarten by his Head

Start teacher last year, she was surprised to learn busing was no longer included. Head

Start is a federally funded preschool program aimed at children from low-income

families. District administrators said they decided not to continue busing for children

living outside school attendance areas because they found that full-day kindergarten

students who are bused from other schools do not make learning gains that are as

significant as gains made by students who attend full-day kindergarten at their home

school. “They’re going to make gains. The gains aren’t as strong,” said George

Fornero, deputy superintendent for instruction. He added, “There’s a cost factor, too.

We make it too expensive and we can’t expand.” The district was able to expand full

kindergarten this year, adding classes at Pittsfield, Mitchell and Logan elementaries,

for a total of 10 classes at nine elementary schools. All the schools offering the program

are classified as Title I schools, which means they are eligible for federal funds

because they have a certain percentage of children receiving free or reduced price

lunches. As of Friday afternoon, 137 of 165 full-day kindergarten slots were filled across

the district. Administrators expected to fill most of the remaining slots this week. While

the district does bus children to preschool programs such as Head Start, even if they’re

not offered at the home school, that transportation is paid for with federal or state

money earmarked for those programs. Funding for full-day kindergarten transportation

would come out of the district’s general transportation budget. Joan Doughty, a social
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worker with the Community Action Network, dismissed the district’s arguments about

switching schools after kindergarten. “What’s the difference between making the switch

in kindergarten or first grade? A lot of kids start (at a new school) in first grade, even

kids who are not in Head Start.” She pointed to Robert’s case. “If his mother had

transportation, there’d be absolutely no discussion,” she said. “He’d be going (to full-

day kindergarten). That’s the bottom line and that’s not fair.” Robert’s next-door

neighbors, Jaleean Hall and Taylor Chauncey, who rode the school bus with Robert to

Northside last year for Head Start, have stayed on at Northside for full-day kindergarten.

That’s because Green Baxter resident Seiko Barber, Jaleean’s mother and Taylor’s

guardian, has a car. “I’m just one of the fortunate people on Green Road that have

transportation,” she said. Neighbor Ann Clouse is not. Like Potter, she has no car and

though she’d like her son, Tyler Stewart, to go to Northside’s full-day kindergarten, she’s

sending him to the half-day program at King. “Certain kids get the privilege of going (to

full-day kindergarten) and others don’t … It’s like we’re neglected,” she said. Students

are eligible for full-day kindergarten if they are recommended by a preschool teacher

after being evaluated in the spring or if their half-day kindergarten teacher recommends

them based on evaluations at the start of school. Currently, kindergarten teachers are

screening all their students to find out which ones need extra help or full-day

kindergarten. Fornero said while full-day kindergarten is an excellent program, it’s not

the only option available for youngsters who need extra help. He said every school that

doesn’t have full-day kindergarten is responsible for coming up with options to

accommodate kindergartners who may need extra help, whether that means two

sessions of half-day kindergarten or other special provisions. Exceptions may be made

to the no-busing policy, Fornero said. Last year, three to five children were bused to full-

day kindergarten held at schools other than their home schools, he noted. “That’s piece-

mealing it,” said Doughty. “This is a policy issue. Just to make exceptions is really not

addressing the big picture.” She said it’s likely there are children in the district who

might benefit from full-day kindergarten but don’t live in the right attendance area and

don’t have parents who can drive them to school or will lobby for an exception to the

busing rule. “It’s basically unfair to give something to some kids by virtue of where they

live.”

Ann Schimke can be reached at aschimke@annarbornews.com or (734) 994-6855.

© 2002 Ann Arbor News. Used with permission

From Letters to the Editor of the Ann Arbor News

Sunday, May 5, 2002

CAN founders, board deserve high praise Regarding the News’ editorial on April 25

and Don Faber’s earlier stories; it is wonderful to read such positive news. The

founders and board members of the Community Action Network (CAN) deserved all the

praise and more. At the 15-year CAN celebration on Saturday, April 20, Lynn Rivers

and Chris Kolb presented the CAN founders, Kathy Baldwin and Nancy Bogen, with

recognition plaques from their respective legislative bodies. Many other community

leaders and friends recognized Kathy and Nancy for their 15 years of dedication to the

Hikone community. As a member of the newly formed CAN II board, I am asked how the

new leaders are able to step up to the task so quickly with a proposal to continue the

work of CAN. The answer is easy; Mike Conboy, Joannie Doughty, Linda Hiller, and

board president Jody Linn are just continuing to serve disadvantaged youth as they

have done for many years. It is nothing new for them, just a new framework, and I am

confident they will continue to meet the high standards set by CAN. I am especially

impressed with their after-school and summer tutoring and enrichment programs for
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disadvantaged students. It is this spirit of cooperation between the schools and

community groups that will help the Ann Arbor Public Schools achieve its mission to

educate and empower every student to succeed

Kathy J. Griswold, Ann Arbor

© 2002 Ann Arbor News. Used with permission

CAN’s Rescue Proves Power of Community

Network funders should feel confident in commitment

Thursday, April 25, 2002

In the end, those worrying themselves sick over the impending demise of Community

Action Network needn’t have done so. The reason: community. Men and women

throughout the area committed to continuing the work of the nonprofit started 15 years

ago by Cathy Baldwin and Nancy Bogen have come forward. CAN’s programs – which

focus on economic self-sufficiency and drug prevention and provide mentoring and

education in everything from the arts to literature – now stand an excellent chance of

being offered uninterrupted to the children and families of Hikone public housing – and

to others in some low-income areas. CAN’s board of directors agreed in December to

close down operations in June in part because of Baldwin’s diminished involvement

following a series of strokes and Bogen’s impending move to Benzonia. But Linda

Hiller, Joan Doughty and Mike Conboy, all involved locally with various youth service

programs, met with Bogen and agreed to take it over. Hiller then contacted Jody Linn,

chairwoman of the Ann Arbor Public Schools Recreation Advisory Commission. Hiller,

who knows Linn from their time as volunteers with Food Gatherers, asked her to be

chairwoman of a new board of directors. Linn enthusiastically accepted. She now finds

herself heading a new board of 16 members, from social workers to attorneys, who

eagerly accepted invitations from Hiller, Doughty and Conboy to join. A few members of

the current board, including president Janet Johnson Haynes, will continue with the new

board once it takes the reins in July. That, along with the experience Hiller, Doughty and

Conboy have working with at-risk and low-income children, is impressing many of those

in the position to fund the new Community Action Network. Dinella Crosby of United

Way says the new Community Action Network looks like it could be “a win-win

situation.” Betsy Lindsley, director of the Ann Arbor Housing Commission, said Hiller

did good work when she previously ran the Green Baxter Court Community Center. The

new CAN wants to provide services not only at Hikone but at the Green Baxter Court

site, and expects to answer requests for proposals soon after Lindsley puts them out to

bid. United Way and the Housing Commission currently provide CAN with funding. Linn

says Hiller, Doughty, Conboy and members of the new board not only want to continue

the kind of work that Baldwin and Bogen have provided, but that they’re eager to talk

directly with families at and near Hikone and Green Baxter to see what they want and

need. That’s the way, she says, the new CAN may best serve the community.

© 2002 Ann Arbor News. Used with permission

New CAN II Has Can-Do Attitude

Revived agency celebrates re-opening today

Saturday, April 20, 2002

by Don Faber, News Staff Reporter

What started as a going-out-of-business sale is turning into a grand re-opening today.

The Community Action Network was poised to commemorate 15 years of service with
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a program and reception today, after its board voted in December to close its doors.

But a trio of individuals voiced interest in taking over the nonprofit’s operations and

board members approved. So today’s 2 p.m. reception at Church of Good Shepherd,

2145 Indpendence Blvd., marks the official unveiling of CAN II. “It’ll be the same status,

the same name, only a new board and a new staff,” said Nancy Bogen, who co-founded

the organization with Cathy Baldwin in 1987. The duo has been working since to

provide programs and services for families in public housing in the Hikone area – from

literacy and job training to dance and art classes. “Our mission was to match

appropriate services with the folks who needed them,” Baldwin said earlier this month

after announcing that CAN was closing. A drop in funding levels, Baldwin’s health and

Bogen’s impending move to Benzonia – coupled with the February fire at the

Washtenaw United Way building where CAN’s offices were located – led to the

decision to close. CAN’s budget was about $200,000 a year. But Mike Conboy, Linda

Hiller and Joan Doughty, who were working at another nonprofit that was restructuring,

decided to step in. They had wanted to form their own group, and had filed for nonprofit

status under the name Serendipity. Yet after discussions with Bogen, they decided to

reconstitute a 16-member CAN board with Hiller and Doughty as executive directors.

They also chose board member Jody Linn as president. “We’re tremendously excited

by this and by the quality of the new board,” Hiller said. The old board voted Tuesday to

keep CAN in business and turn it over to the new board. “The board will take over the

contract of the existing CAN so the transition should be seamless,” said Kathy

Griswold, a board member and a trustee of the Ann Arbor Board of Education. Bogen

said she is elated CAN will continue its programs.Linn said: “We hope to use what’s

been done successfully and take it further.”

Don Faber can be reached at dfaber@annarbornews.com or (734) 994-6858.
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