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Computers to Power Families On

Project Power On gathers old, unwanted machines for the needy

by Jo Collins Mathis, Staff Reporter

The Ann Arbor News

June 29, 2005

Until Saturday, April and Len Annaloro couldn’t get rid of their old computers. “We tried

to give them away to schools, but nobody has wanted them,” Len said. “They’re in

perfect running shape and everything. It’s just that we have no use for them.” “There’s

just an overload of used computers,” April said. “We wanted them to go somewhere

they could be used, instead of putting them on the curb.”

They and dozens of other persons found the answer Saturday when they dropped their

old computers off at a Project Power On computer drive at the Hikone Community

Center. After the computers are refurbished by Scrap Computer on Jackson Road,

they’ll be given to needy local families. Last fall, University of Michigan student Verdi

Ergun started a small business to sell used computers to low-income families. But

Ergun didn’t feel quite right about the short-lived venture. “A lot of these families

wouldn’t have enough money for even a low-cost computer,” he said. So when he

needed to start a community project for his Landmark Education self-development

class in Livonia, Ergun thought: What if he and other students could collect used

computers and simply donate them to low-income families? Project Power On was

born. Ergun and a few friends contacted social service agencies and local schools to

get the names of low-income families eager for home computers. Then Scrap

Computer donated 51 computers and made sure every family also got a mouse, a

keyboard, a 15-inch monitor, instructions in how to use the computer, free delivery and

antivirus software. Ann Arbor Computer Systems donated 50 hours of free tech support

in case the families have questions. And Provide.net gave them a special rate for

Internet access in addition to four free months.

Shamyya Wallace of Ann Arbor, one of the early recipients, spoke Saturday during the

collection drive. She said her two daughters do much of their homework on the

computer, the family’s first. “They have a lot of access to things from the Internet, so this

saves me a trip to the library,” she said. “It’s saved me a lot of money.”

Anisa Ahmev of Ann Arbor also received a computer that she uses mostly to send e-

mails to her family in Africa. And Michael Brann of Ann Arbor says all five of his children

use their new computer, including the four-year-old who loves to play games on it. “It

keeps the kids happy and content,” said the Ann Arbor resident, noting that he couldn’t

afford to buy a new computer for the family. Brann plans to take a free computer class
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at the Hikone Community Center in the fall so he can learn to do more than simply play

his favorite solitaire game on the computer.

On Saturday, one person after another drove into Hikone and dropped off their used

computers at the Project Power On computer drive. All had a similar story: They were

happy to have found a place that will accept used computers free of charge, but will

refurbish them and give them to appreciative families. Rick Reid of Ann Arbor stopped

by with a bag of computer-related materials. He said his wife had to pay a recycling

company $15 to take their old monitor, so he was happy to contribute.

Wendy Henshaw of Ann Arbor bought a new computer a couple of months ago. “I

wasn’t sure what to do with the old one,” she said. “This sounds like a great cause.”

“We just didn’t need it,” said Beth Pieh of Ann Arbor. “It still works. But we’re updating.”

Some of the donated computers are too old to be of much use to anyone, but even then,

Scrap Computer will be able to use some of the parts. Ergun said the families, all of

whom are from the Ann Arbor-Ypsilanti area, have been deeply appreciative of the

computers. Jason Wamp, owner of Scrap Computer, was impressed with Project

Power On and happy to contribute. He will take the 45 or so computers, printers, and

other materials dropped off Saturday, and refurbish them or cannibalize for parts, then

give them back to Project Power On for distribution to needy families during Labor Day

weekend. “There are a lot of less fortunate families here that need computers to explore

the Internet or (write) papers of their own,” said Wamp, who is happy to provide a place

people can drop off used computers without having to pay a fee. And he said there is

no shortage of needy families who would love a computer, Ergun said. “They say,

‘Thanks so much. This is really going to help with my children’s education,’ ” he said.

“Or something even like, ‘My children can now chat with their schoolmates.’ I think that’s

equally as important. I think chatting really does build social and networking skills.”

Jo Mathis can be reached at jmathis@annarbornews.com or (734) 994-6849.
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